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This book is an attempt to analyze the historic roles of the black church and the black preacher in light of
liberation theology of radical social involvement. The first chapter, "The Black Church and the Black
Preacher: African Roots, underscores the various ways in which African religious traditions shaped and
informed the style and ethos of the black church, and the authority and artistic creativity of the black
preacher. Only fleeting attention has been given the black preacher in this regard. Some attention is devoted
in this chapter to how the image of Africa, as reflected in the early black church and the black preacher,
contributed to a liberation theology that would find a strong intellectual character centuries later. Chapter
two covers the different images of the black church and the black preacher during slavery. It is called,
"Spiritual and Artistic Forms: The Black Church and the Black Preacher During Slavery." Emphasis is
placed on how the black church translated its liberation theology into practical reality through its roles as the
"Old Israel" and the "All-Comprehending Institution." The Church's involvement in Abolitionists activity,
the Underground Railroad, and other movements against slavery and racism is regarded as an early
expression of liberation theology. The preacher's significance as a symbol of hope, a leader in the spiritual
destiny of the folk, an agent of protest, and a fashioner and exemplar of culture is also interpreted within this
context. Chapter three begins with the immediate postbellum period and extends to the present, with a
special focus on the implications of black church activism and black preaching for contemporary liberation
theology. The argument is that the church and preachers in the slave songs, sermons, tales, and other sources.
This chapter is entitled, "Beyond Slavery: The Black Church and the Black Preacher Since Slavery." The
next chapter discusses black women in the ministry of the black church. It treats this as the most significant
challenge confronting the black church with its strong tradition of a male-dominated leadership. The growing
assertiveness of black women in the black church, and the extent to which gender issues are currently
shaping black theology, is the central thrust of this chapter. It is called, "Extending the Tradition: Black
Women and Ministry in the Black Church." This fourth chapter underscores the need for African-Americans
to rethink the traditions of the black church and the black preacher in light of issues that are currently being
raised in the works of Delores Williams, Jacquelyn Grant, Marcia Riggs, and other womanist theologians.
The fifth chapter is entitled, "Blazing New Paths: Challenges Confronting the Black Church and Its
Leadership in the Future." Here the stress is on the need for new and more vital ministries and missions to
address drug addiction, Aids, poverty, illiteracy, and other problems that are still negatively affecting the
quality of life in the African-American community.
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From reader reviews:

Melissa Conner:

Reading a guide tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or perhaps
their experience. Not only situation that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the information
about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young
ones, there are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write on their book. One of them is this The Traditions of
the Black Church and the Preacher.

Robert Ryan:

The reason? Because this The Traditions of the Black Church and the Preacher is an unordinary book that the
inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the secret the idea inside.
Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way makes the
content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for
you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of
rewards than the other book have such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking method. So ,
still want to hold off having that book? If I had been you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Phyllis Thompson:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you have been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Traditions of the Black Church
and the Preacher, you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind
of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't get it, oh come on its called
reading friends.

Brent Campbell:

Reading a book to be new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to read a book. When you
examine a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on
what kinds of book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read
education books, but if you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these kinds of us novel,
comics, along with soon. The The Traditions of the Black Church and the Preacher offer you a new
experience in reading a book.
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